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MEMORANDUM FOR: The Director - - , i
Federal Bureau of Investigation F“B __Z;éiﬁzf

ATTENTION Intelligence Divisdion

Robert W. Gamﬁino'

FROM :
Director of Security
SUBJECT : Colby/Luce Telephoné Conversations

Regarding Kennedy Assassination Information

1. Attached herewith are transcripts of two telephone
conversations between former Central Intelligence Agency (CIA)
Director William E. Colby and Mrs. Clare Boothe Luce and one
transcript of a conversation between Mr. Colby and Mr. Justin
McCarthy. These conversations took place in October 1975. The
transcripts contain information concerning the activities of
Lee Harvey Oswald prior to the assassination of President John F.
Kennedy. According to Mrs. Luce, the source of this information
is a former Cuban refugee who was the captain of a boat engaged
in anti-Castro activities., Mrs., Luce was concerned with the
fact that even though her informant had told her that the infor-
mation had been passed to the Federal Bursau of Investigation
(FBI), no mention of it appears in the Warren Comnmission Report.

2. Also attached are a blind memorandum detailing the
circumstances of the typing of the transcripts and a news
article dated 16 November 1975 which reflects that some of this
information was brought to the attention of Senator Richard
Schweiker while he was chairman of a Senate subcommittee investi-
gating the Warren Commission Report.

3. This material is being passed for your information
and any iavestigation you deem appropriate.
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Telephone Conversation Between Mr. Colby and Mrs.|Clare Boothe Luce
at 12:40 on Saturday, 25 October 1975 {from steno notes of Barbara Pindar

transcribed the same day)

Mrs, Luce: I have a big problem, a case in conscience. I got rather
deeply involved during and after the Bay of Pigs, and up to the time of
the missile crisis, with a group called the (Qj.x;:?é:fb'réf’c‘é Reévolutionario
wEg?:mEnmgg} ‘Note: the spelling of that is just a guess), the DRE, Whether
6 know this or not, it was me who fed the missile stuff to Keating. 1
knew a number of these leaders well; they were going in and out of Cuba,
and I paid for one of the motor boats. L‘BﬂL‘Ea,wlefﬁdid too. We thought we
were doing another Flying Tiger. The missile crisis came, and I got a ‘
telephone call from Allen telling me that the Secrets Act had gone into _
effect and that henceforth there would be no voluntary American efforts., .7 -
 That ended that, and I don't know what I was doing ~- maybe I went back B
" to Arizona, or whatever.. Then came the assassination. The night of the -
assassination, right after Oswald was caught, one of my boys telephoned . ~
" e from New Orleans. Didn't I ever tell you this? L : B

- Mr., Colby:‘. . No., .

Mrs. Luce: It was the captain of my boat. It seems that after the missile
crisis -- a period of about a year had gone by -- he said that all the young -
Cubans involved profoundly in all of this had been told to scatter and
scram, that he and two of my other lads -- S

Mr. Co.lb};: - .W’h-en, aﬂ:ér the crisis?
Mz;s. Luce | (Yes.) v(we-re tola) té leave Miami..
- Mr. Colby: I 19622
E . Mrs. ];.Juée: ' Yéé. | 'i'he);: were to stop their efforts to f<reel Cuba, avm.;iAi‘f they

did not, they would be deported. It has a very interesting end involving you.
In any event, this one had been told to leave Miami after the missile crisis
was over, and he had opened a cell in New Orleans. He telephoned me to_ -
tell me that Oswald was -~ 1 am telling you what his view was -- was a "--\._\*;_'
hired gun; Oswald had tried to penetrate their little cell; that they turned-. ' '_
around and did a counterpenetration job on Oswald; all of this was done T
several months before the assassination. He said,~telling me on the phone, ‘
he was terribly excited -- he said you see he had no money, all of a sudden

he began to get money, so we checked him and he had a little "Communists

' be Free" or '"Be Fair to Cuba'’ group going in New Orleans." He said "We N

- e e - JP o |
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had tape recordings of what he was telling his group.' It was a o unter-
penetration they went on. He said, "We have photographs of Oswald,
passing out handbills on the street, 'Be Fair to Cuba. '™ He said, "We
are absolutely certain that Oswald was simply ene of three assassination
teams, that they were working out of Mexico City (or funded in Mexico
City) by Castro." He said there were three assassination teams. Then
he said, "We have these recordings, these tapes, and we have these
photos, what should we do?' These fellows always trusted me. I szid,
"The first thing you do, the minute you hang up this phone, you telephone
to the FBI, give them everything you have got." Working in New York

| with these Cubans is an extraordinary fellow, one of the most puzzling
characters I have every met; he is a devout Catholic ~~ Justin McCarthy. n
Justin is the American patron -- although he has no money, never had
‘money -- of all these free Cubans in America. He never worked at ClA,

~.although CIA tried to pick his brains. He tried to help the FBI. Iknew

i _"Justm McCarthy', and he used to send me bulletins; he said he had been
sending them to me for the past six months, and I had never received one
of them. . Qut comes the Warren Report. I have many other things ta do,-
and I assurrnfrny lads had reported what they knew, and maybe it had been
discounted, but I had taken the Warren Report at face value without poring

. over it -- and I forgot the whole darn thing. Then, this must be nine

 years ago, up turns a guy named Lloyd Garrison’ -~ what was he, a sheriff

or something? (7’? S vwtomt v G Sc‘-\) -

Mr. Colby: Dlstrlct Attorney.

- Mrs. Luce: | And he hit the headlines that the assassination had been a con-

spiracy. Then it all flooded back into my mind that I had never been quite

. satisfied with what the Warren Report had brought out. - Basically, I was
troubled by the whole thing, so I said I thought I would call Garrison.
In order to call him, I had to have the names of the Cubans, which had
gone out of my bean. So I called Justin McCarthy. He sald one of them
was now, my lad, was in Miami. I got him on the phone, my fellow, and '
1 said, "You remember your midnight call to me about the assassination
of the President, I want to know what happened after that." He said, "We
went at once to the FBI, they took all the tapes and photos and all our --.
information and told us to keep our maoiths shut, and shortly after that they
informed us that if any of us talked to the press or anyone, dire things
would happen." He said one of the fellows on the boat was deported to
Guaternala or Chile, and one of them was murdered. He said, "I am a
lawyer, have two children, I am making my way in Miami, and I never
want to hear a damn word about the assassination of Kennedy because you
Americans really do not want to know the truth.' He said, "We waited,
expecting the Warren Committee would want to have us, and wenever heard
a word." He said, "I want no part of it." Then the Garrison thing died

Approved For Release 2005/06/02 CIA RDP80 00473A00020012%§F,{hls page -




A ‘

T NTaA ?'.::"';"‘.\é

.s R . ot ( o - . 'x‘: sl S i
Approved Fdf Release 2005/06/02 - CIA-RDP80-00475A00020012005-8 "

. down, and I am a busy woman, and I forgot about if. Three days ago,
a reporter was in here -- 2 gal’- - asking about my life style and
said, in passing, nWhat do you think of the investigation of the
assassination of the President?!' I am afraid I hit the roof.. I said,
nI think everyone must be absolutely off their rockers., What possible
motive would the CIA have for murdering their own President?' 1
said, "Even to assumme such a thing-is beyond belief because where

. there is a murder oxr assassination, there is a motive, and there could
be no motive." I said, 1Who had the motive was Gastro; but perhaps
not even GCastro, possibly just a bunch of Communist Cubans or plain
Communists. " I said, '"They always had a motive for that sort of -

" thing. " Schweillker called me up yesterday -- when the reporter said

“ to me, ""What.is the name of the young Cuban? ', I said, "Well, let's

.

- call him,-JulioL.Eerna.ndazLj" The Senator said to me vthat is a fascinating .

- story. " fe 5 At sneh Wt Gk AU A 5\\?\\-—&@0\;—-3{!." ‘.u_,c,_‘_xr

LT Wit VOARIGWT R 8awsge@evdj - o
'Mzx. Colby: You told the story to _Schweiker? Lo

 Mrs. Luce: He read it in the Knight paper.
Mr. Colby: You told the story to the Knight people? |

Mrs. Luce: Notin the detail I told you. Schweiker asked if I could locate -
any of these men involved for him, and I said I would try. That was
 yesterday. Iused that opportunity to say, "] do not know what you are
' "'doipg: on the Hill." I said, "You are in the process?) for headlines and
_destroying this country's security." He said, "If you have this informa-
" tion and you can get your hands on it, it would be a good thing to lay 7
this story to rest. " He said, "If you can find me these people, I assure
you they will be listened to in closed session.' Now comes the big
thing. Justin McCarthy runs an animal farm in Nyack: telephone
pumber is 914; 647-8596. I have known him to be a man of complete
integrity. He is a devout Catholic. He may or may not be a fanatic. -
What makes one think he is is what he tells you is just so terribly
alarming; as he was the one, along with Bill Pawley, who involved me -
with these Cubans, I tracked him down and had a two-hour conversation
on the phone with him this morning that was really staggering. When 1
said to him, "Would you tell these things in the closed session in the
Senate? ', he said, "I would find it more expedient and to shorten the
process.to hire loud speakers and put them on top of the Empire State |
Building." He said, "You don't know, Clare, the Cubans have not lost
their desire to free their country, and there are plenty of them working
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at it, and they trust me, and I trust therﬁ, and they all trust me, "

He said, "All these fellows on the Hill give a damn about is a big
headline and political attention, and if this should involve my testi-
fying and some of my fellows got bumped off, or their apparat shut
down, I could not live with myself, no I will not testify." I said,
""You know, Justin, if they send _for‘you, you might have to. ' He .
said, '"They are not likely to sénd'.fc;r me unless you tell them, " He
said, '"They do not know who to ask for anyway. " (It doesn't appear

in my notes, but my memory is that he added that the reason the Hill

doesn't get to the truth is that they never know who tb ask for.) He o
told me a story about working once with CIA. He said, "We did this -~
DRE did one operation with CIA, as a result of which all the Cubang
involved were caught and killed, and I do not want any part with the

- CIA." He said, "It too can be a sieve." I said, "You have me really -
- over a barrel." I said, "Justin, I have to tell someone, is there R

anyon2 you trust? " Ie said, "There is only one man in this whole

- - couniry whose word at this point I would take. " I said, "Who is that?
and he said, "Bill Colby." He said, "He is a daily communicant' -~ - -

M, ‘Colby: No, no. b

Mrs. Luce: I did not 'disillu.siori him. In any event, if only to put my owﬁ '

mind at rest since -- he always says, which is fascinating if true,

that my lads in New Orleans, yes, they did turn over the tapes to the

F'BI but they kept copies.

Mz, Cbiby: Realiy? '

Mrs, Luce: So he says. If so, you are possibly, if -~ I think Ydu éhould -
- get hold of Justin and give him a couple of hours because he has plenty °

to say. If what he says is true -- he also told me, which I had forgotten - .-
that during the time of the missile crisis, and I was the one he came to, ¢

\ nd naturally the one I went to was Harry (note: this is first mention of

o
o

L

, & "Harry'' maybe I misunderstood; could she have said "Allen”?‘x) because
+« I could trust him. Ina way, J ustin McCaxthy supplied a lot of background

matedal on the Cubans to (note: could not hear what she said). He siid

},;u L a few days ago -- Time is planning to do a (take-out) issue on the .
7 _ assassination of Kennedy. He said that, going back through their files,
}z,v"v'? they came across my name as an informant, and he said "they tracked me
down too.". He said, then he told me -- I mentioned in passing that there
MORI this page ' | o .
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was a wonderful girl on ’I'1me that knows more about the Gubans
almost than anyone in CIA, mlla Badgeﬂ He said the Time
people are now trying to get 1nforma’c10n. He said, "I will talk to .
no one because there are lives at stake" -- except you. For my .

own sake, if you have a go at him, I would be very ha.ppy to Lnow how

serious it is. ) . -

Mr. Colby: I will report back to yoﬁ by>a11 means. Let me do a little home-
- work on just where this (looks). You do not remember the name of the
Cubans in Miami? : : s T

' Mrs. Luce: There are so many names; he talked te m‘e so fast., He kept
saying ""Chilo." I asked who "Chilo™ is, and he said that was his code
L -name. L o e : : S e e D

R .
kit d o LIS

A

*

J’ose Antomo La. Nuge (Note: That last name ma.y be all one word. R
W T she said it means ”the nuf: ") :
Lu1s Ferpep._dez Rocha‘J . C

One of those fellows was the: Dzrector of the D,RE.. Then he also rem1nded
. . me of a guy who used to come to see me —-LQMQRQ (He had been told
by the American Government to get out of Miami) and he died, having
become the President of a university in Puerto Rico. These fellows
_were scattered all over the place. As I mentioned thatto Justin, he said,
"I know where they all are.!" The thing that alarmed me is that -- he
does not tatk in an excited voice, but the statements are ~- he said
"People think of the Bay of Pigs and the nuclear showdown and the ,
assassination of Kennedy as the end of the story, it is only the beginning. "
He said, "If you knew what is being laid on for the U. S,,' and he talks
like that. I asked him, "What do you think happened? "’ He said, "Oswald

went to the FBL " He said, "I know that, he was selling themn information, -

and they did not believe him.'" I said, "That is incredible.'* He said, "1-
do not know how much you know about the FBI, but no day goes by mthou.t
"~ desks being loaded with letters saying something will be blown up."
(Note: I missed a little bit here due to something else happening in the
office. ) I said, '"What happened? ' and he said, '"The ¥BI got the word
from on top 'Destroy the letters.'! - - C

Mr‘ Colby: From on f:op?

Mrs. Luce: From the President, who was Johnson. I contended that if at
that point the FBI had proven that Castro had in mind assassinating the
President, we would have been in war with Cuba. It might have been
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an act of State to shut up about it. If I had been the President, I
would have had (Note: missed more due to outside interference).
What is hideous about this is that the CIA is being accused or -
Kennedy is being accused -~ anyone except the people who probably
ware involved. If putting it at rest in a secret session will work,
if such €=v1dence does exist, you are the man to present 11:.

Mrx, Colby- Schweﬂcer does not know about McCarthy'?

Mrs. Luce. He only knows thxs -- I said there is one man I know wha

might be able to tell you where the se Cubans are, and that is a fellow ..

named Justin McCaxzthy. He said, "Where is he?", and I said, "I do

. not know, I have lost track of him.'" He said, "If you find him, Jet me . -

"~ know. " After talking with Justin McCarthy, I do not want him to talk

to Schweiker. I do not know what to say if he calls again. Knowing the ‘

" .Senator, I may never hear from him. I leave it with you. ‘

, D{&XX}@EXE&X }&W }ghﬁ(aﬁiﬁe}m& BOXHEde IR NS xmmxm X :

XXX&@C&E‘EKHM&E&X&WX@XW i}ﬁ}fﬁhkﬁﬁféﬁvhi@émbkﬁﬁh}éxé@&}ﬁ{é&@}rx ‘

NOTE: Mrs. Luce closed the conversation by referring to a CIA paper
entitled "Restless Youth" and asked if it had been declassified. Mr. Colby
said he would check on it, and Mrs. Luce said she would 11ke to ha.ve a’ -copy
Sif it has been declas s1f1ed.
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Telephone Conversation Between Mr., Colby and Justin McCarthy at 3:45
on Tuesday, 23 October 1975 (this transcript was typed on 21 Decembex 1976 .
from steno notes of Barbara Pmdar)

Mr. McCarthy: Iam glad to kanow you,"‘eAven if it is over the phone.

Mr. Colby. Mrs. Luce talked to me yesterday (sm) She gave me a capsule

: ' version of some of her chat with you. It puts me in a bit of a2 jam,
obviously, because there are some things that really hold some
potential for being very important in these days (of) post-mortems'
of everything. I wondered if maybe we should chat about it some-~
time, or, quite frankly, one of the rnain things I would suggest is B
that you mxght want to go to thts Senate GommLttea lookmg into tluq. o

Mr. McCarthy. No. There are several reasons why not. I am sure we do
not need to discuss them, but there are many reasons.. Over the
period of time there have been so many things, We were theonly
ones who had the information about the missiles in Cuba for many
months, and we beat our brains out trying to get someone to do
something (or believe ?) and regrettably (in) Washington there are |
too many political (opportunists?), but there are too many lives at

- stake, We risked our neck for all these years. We are interested
.in doing the right thing. o ' T

 Mr. Colby- 1 wondered if you could (shce?) off that New Oﬂﬁans Lhmg (and
not go any further than that‘?) S ,

Mr. McCarthy. As I said to her -- {(can't read the next few words) For me
. to b2 seen in Washington, it is (can't read the next few words) We

do not trust anyone. We did so many operations for so long, and
we were entirely successful and never lost a man, and then one day
we did an operation for the Government and lost 22 men, Lives
depend on it. Someone sent a Top Secret memo, and the one he
sent it to left it on his desk and someone came in and read (it) and
the men were arrested. She asked, "Would you talk to Bill?" J _
said I would. We think it would be a good idea - - for me to go down -~-
I d¢ not want to blow my cover, but I would lxke very much to chat with
you and tell you. T : o

Mr. Colby: My problem is then I get mformatmn, and then what are my X
obligations, . . :

Mr. McCarthy: From the point of view of (seemg’?) how to do it through person%
other than me -~ to get the end result ; '

M
Y. ‘ﬁ‘“j’j

1o
[ PPN L \ .
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Colby: It might be that one of your fellows aware of some of the things
(would not mind telling Schweiker?) under some protection and
assurances of anonymity. That would be enough of a (can't read the
next word) to get started. .

‘McCarthy: There is plen.ty to get started on.

Colby: Then (he?) could cut your people wut as a source.

McCarthy: She said it wo uld be aclosed‘-ﬁoor hea ring. I said there (would?)

still be scmeone come out of the meeting and (can't read next word)
 their names in the press. You see Jack Anderson's column on Monday.
It is vitally important, and it is true evidence, It is not conjecture.

. ¥ am concerned about what it ties into -= it ig all the same ball of wax. ‘

" We sat on the information about the missiles. This has been going on

. for a good twenty years, and we have accumulated an awful lot of ‘
information. We are more concerned today than when we had the
missile information. It is appalling, and it is frightening, and people »

_ donot want to believe it. Last night enlightened people about some of
the things that are going to happen. We feel the time has come that
some of this should come to light. It is necessary and essential to go

back and bring out some of these things that need to be brought out, but

not at the expense of (next word missing). We have done this on our

‘own and at our own expense. One of the reasons my people trust me is -~

I am thinking of a book -~ we did not want to do a book before. The
- American public wants to know. It is all part of what went on then.
. think it should be clarified and straightened out what wenat on then.
But I am so terribly wary. I went to everyone, including the President,
. about the missiles. . We had evidence -- what ships they were on, - -
" where they (docked?), and a few days later they came back and said

there is no credibility of what you say.

Mzr. Colby: The only thing that bothers me is the story about the existence of S

some records (you?) still hold. The important part of that is that
indicates some (part?) of a failure, or possibly even worse -~ that
is the kind of thing that does need inve stigation or (correction?} ~-
protecting your people that are in on it. The other possibility would
be to ask Schwedker or one of his men to go and talk to you or one of
your people who would have factual knowledge of it.

Mr. McCarthy: When (Dorothy) told me about you over a pe riod of time -

- e o -

(Dorothy) said we have been through this so many times -~ I took
' this to editors of Life. . That was the time when the guy sent the

Note: I am not positive about the "Dorothy" A ' _ .
b € y'" above, but don't kno h
could be., I had written in long-hand, "Doroth." I\'le only guess a%‘%h?st;c%isr?t 1_11:5
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Top Secret memo and it got left on a desk in Miami and we losta
lot of people on that. Inadvertently so many thiangs happen. We
work so carefully., We have information now that no one else has
because it has come to the point where so many of the people T work
with find they cannot trust people because of the opportunists, I
have never met such overbearing and obnoxious (can't read next
word). We sat on this year in and year out -- we never know when

we might get calls. I was up all night long the night before last,

Time is doing a big cover story on the thing -~ the next issue --

the Today Show is bugging me. Washington is a funny place, IfI -~
by and large, when your life is on the line -- one of (our?) guys hung -
himself after one of the escapades we went through. He committed

‘suicide because he felt guilty about it. Up here it is terrifi¢ because

I am an animal nut. A lot of the guys dwulgmg some of thxs stuff.

that they would nat normally do.

Mrx, Colby Let me talk thh Clare again as to how we handle thlS, The mainr 4

. thing is not so much the overall stuff about Cuba ~- the main thing

is the story about records, about Oswald. That comes at a time

" when that is a serious subject of study here by the Congress. If we

could in some way shake that information loose without putting the
finger on any of your friends, I thiuvk we are sort of obliged to do this

"in terms of clarifying the record against the (facts?) -~ this is a2 very

" key aspect of it and a very serious problem that if it was suppreseed

. at the time.

Mr. 'McCarthy: 'That is not all that was suppressed.

Mr. Colby: That is vthe thing. They are looking into it. Let me talk to Clare 7

again and see if I can figure out some way in which we could talk to

you (maybe ?) and if you could in the meantime think of a way of

- (can't read the next word) out or (can't read the next word} out this .
(feature?) of it so that you give the (final result?) but not the sourcing, -

and let the investigators (find their own source later on?), we would
have done our duty. My problem is that I really cannot sit on it with
my obligations. I can be‘reasonable about protecting other people,

and I have to be, but I also have to have the responsillity for re sponding
to proper investigations of things that really should be looked into.

Mr. McCarthy- Let me {can't read next word) this in. Some of our guys {can't 1

read next several words)

Mr, Colby: ' ’I'hat is what she said.
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Mr., McCarthy: They andIare scared to death, I was Executive Producer
of TV programs for years -- I cannot make -- T have earned the
respect and confidence of these people 6ver the years. The other
night I talked all night long. If I try to push my guys -~ Clare said
it needs to be laid to rest, and it does, I would like to see it get
laid to rest, but my people -- '

- . -

Mz, Colby:. 1 can assure you [ am as interested (as) you in protecting that
~ - part of it if there were some way of having part of the cake and
eating part of it, so that you do not lose the one or the other but to
work out some vehicle -- a way in getting the substantive information
' - loose but protecting people involved, There may be ways to do that if
‘we put our minds to it. Let me talk to Clare and see what really -~
1 will not do anything except with her without your permission,

NOTE: Mr. Golby tried to call Mrs. Luce on 29 October, but could not reach
her. He contacted her on 31 October (see separate notes} ‘ 3

- -MORI This Page’
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Telephone Conversation Between Mr. Colby and Clare Boothe Luce at 4 07
on Friday, 31 October 1975 (this transcript was typed on 22 Pecember 197n
from steno notes of Barbara Pindar)

Mr. Colby. I got the Restless Youth for you. And I called Justin McCarthy
We had a long chat. He does not want me to do anything about it,
but I said you put me in an awful position. (Note: The "you" there
refers, ) believe, to McCarthy. )} I understand what you mean about '
‘his strong manner of talking. I think both of us are (hung?) wnfh a
. rather ta ntalzzmg story. . : - .

Mrs., Luce' I had not known the guy for 25 years, 1 woqu Lalfr-' hun much

' less ser:ously. ‘ . B S

' Mr. Colby-' The only real pomt is the thing about the tapeq and the photos and
~ the allegation about the FBI. Itried to (axgue?} him into figuring out

- some way in gettmg nd of those but keeping hxmself. out of the act

Mrs., Luce: He called me back and said he talked thh you and that you left
 him in a box, and I think he feels now that there is some kind of a
questlon of conscience involved. He said, "lam gomg to let you and
"Bill Colby decide what is best to do."

Mr, Colby. I sand I would be in touch WLth you and try to frgure ouL somethma
' : sensxble. : _ : :

Mrs. Luce: Why don't we suggest that he bring you or me ~- perhaps he feels .
safer with me -- the tapes and photos if he ha ] cop1es of them.

Mr. Colby And l:hen you pass them over to Schwetker. e

Mrs. Luce~ And 1et them demde, and I will maintain hl,s cover -~ he keeps
 saying it is not worth it to him after all these years to blowthat -~
- the paradox, he tells me he is going to have to write a book (and
whether he is indeed going to?) so that he is not altogether a crackpot.
On the other hand, what he is doing is sufficiently crackpot. He is
" taking care of broken down animals from hxs entLre area, However, -

Mr. Colby: Ithink that is a good idea. You say that you and I have talked and
we are zll in a kind of box at this point, and we really in conscieace
cannot sit on this stuff -- all these charges that there is remaining
evidence that {(can't read next word) was held backand disappeared
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into the FBJI, and maybe the way to do it is for him to provide it to
you, and you to Schweiker, and then I would just as soon drop out ~-
it does not really have much to do with me -- and in that way you
would protect him from Schweiker, and you would say you got it from

a friend -- and the source is whatever he and you agree on,

Mrs. Luce: I will do that.

Mr. Colby: I think that is the best thing to do.-

If he does not buy that, I do not
know what we do about‘ Schweiker. ' SR R . :

 Mrzxs. Luce: (Iam going to ignore it if Schweiker comes _to‘ me.)”_ o

"NOTE: The conversatidﬁ continued, but it did not pérta in to this subject.
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7 January 1977

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

SUBJECT: Transcripts of October 1975 Telephone Conversations

Batween Director Colby, Mrs. Clare Boothe Luce and
Mr. Jdustin McCarthy

1. Attached herewith are transcripts of two telephone conversations

T’between Director William Colby and Mrs. Clare Boothe Luce and one batween

Director William Colby and Mr. Justin McCarthy. The conversations took

place in October 1975 and discuss Mrs. Luce's concern that certain infor-
mation regarding the President Kennedy assassination, from a former boat
captain, a Cuban refugee, reach the proper authorities., While the infor-

* mation in these transcripts has been provided to investigating authorities,

they may be of some assistance to the House Select Comm1ttee on Assass1na-

. tions as it investigates various a]]egat1ons

| 2. The transcr1pts were received by the Agency-Inspectof General on
22 December 1976. The transcript of the 25 October 1975 conversation was

- typed by Ms. Barbara Pindar on the same day. The other two transcripts

- were typed by Ms. Pindar on 21 December 1976 from her stenographic records

. while c]ear1ng out the remainder of Director Colby's files. Ms. Pindar
was. Mr Colby's secretany during his Directorship.

3. A version of the telephone conversat1on transcr1pt was publlshed

rin the Washington Star on 16 November 1975 (attached). A staff member of
- the Senate Select Committee on Intelligence, on 10 December 1975, inquired
~as to what the Agency thought of the story. (SSC request 75/3637, at-

tached). The Agency oral response was that it had nothing to add to the

.newspaper story and that since this query involved U.S. resident Cuban -

refugees, the FBI would be the proper agency to contact.

4. The attached transc?iptS'indicate that the matter was brought to

- the attention of Senator Schweiker and the Federal Bureau of Investigation
- (telephone conversation between Mr. Colby and Mrs. Clare Boothe Luce on -
25 October 1975, pages 2 and 3).

33 TN B Y
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5. Copies of the three transcripts were forwarded to the Federal
Bureau of Investigation on 6 January 1977 by the Office of Security

(0S 70060).
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TO ’lgt-uIA Task Force o

;nrhe Rev1ew Staff

10 December 19?5

Date

FROM - *

*e - -

' SUBJECT "ssc/Hsc Request

- RECBIVED;‘ynate

Paul Wallach ' ssc staff-

- attached. ’

" Walter Elder

asLs what we thlnk of the T
He is not writing a formal request and Wlll I;g

- be’ satlsted w1th an oral reply

" Comments:
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One day in the latter part of October, Clare Luce xe- IR .- L
jved a call from Sen. Richard Schweiker, R.-Pa., . -]BGtty'BeaIe LT
airman of the subcommittee investigating the War- : ' ' LT
n Commission Report. He wanted her to persuade

e Cubans she had known — Cubans who had known ¢ phone call from New Orleans. “It was the capiain of -
:z Harvey Oswald — to testify before his commitiee. my rmotorboat,” said Clare, “A young man not more |
3. Luce’s efforts to locate the Cubans led to a some- . than 25, a young student lawyer. fe said. ‘Mrs. Luce, !
\at bloodeurdling warning. But let her tell the story 1 want to tell you about Oswald.” R

om the beginning. .
“The year is 1951, & yeer of great American

“He szid that immediately after tha 1851 missile !
anraa,” she began her narration to recent dinmer | Showdown, FBI men had come to Miami and told the
rests in her aqua-colored Watergate a artment. *'I Cubans to break up all resistance groups and disperse.
1d a friend named Bill Pawley who was roughtupin i ‘He and the other two members of his crew had moved
o and who was Truman’s amtassador to Peru and to New Orleans where they started another “Frce
camil. T got to know Bill very weil in India and China Cuba” group. They had been there a year 2nd a hall
here he had built up a voluntary outfit called The | . whenwio made contact with them but Oswald! .

tying Tigers. Bill was also calied in by the CIA toTC- | wppa ’ - . y '
et o : . e Cubans all thought he 'was a kcok. Oswald
;u:‘fa(;uzlll i‘;“;;(ﬁ;g;p%;yg;i 1gs 07 emtx.nn.'AIter:Ha.rds_ bragged zbout having been in Russia and-said he was
“Ona day he called me up.and said, ‘How would you an ex-Marine. He said he coutd shoct apybudy and he
ke to get in on the Cuban Flying Tiger operation?” He would be happy to shoot Castro. He had 5o money, he
ke 0 et O ot of motorbonts subsidized by Ameri- | i living it his wife in New Orizans and it looked
fas and manned by Cubaus *who had been in the Bay i - Tike ho was prosenting himsell as a hired gun. 138
* Pigs operation —all these young kids who had been didn't like the cut of his jib so they turned him off. But
‘randed after the Ba oF‘Pivi < - O . they followed him and found e was in 2 Fair Play ior

o] said, ‘Fine.” 50 }'bé‘g%"_'m finance a motorboat. | - CubahCommu]nist cell to whose members he was giv-

e SR e e £ 8% 1 ing the same line. :
he three lads who manned mine came up to sge 2 |- mg . -
H ; ; T opids ‘And I rermnember this from the telephone conversa-

everal times. They would lzave the coast of Florica tion — Oswald was telling the cell that he could shool

nd land in Cuba and come cut vith information. The A . > &
B N ea g anyone, including the secretary of the Navy. The Free
aformation they carme out with was remarkably accu Cubans continuad to tail kim and found that suddanly

ate — that the Russians wer2 building missile sites in S e ad B sta) ? : -
‘uba 1 was fold that thé information was eveniuzly | b e e ey o O 1 et poncieation
s%.to ﬁen. Ken Keating %“d “_’}?3 passed on to th% " of the Cuban Communist cell. He said they mace tape
gf 'g‘“ge; You relt'ne_:gz & v at an impression 1 recordings of some of Oswald’s meetings and they had
pade and how accurateitwas. L) taken photographs of him distributing handbills for the
«THEN CAME THE MISSILE showdown. Seonafter | ﬁgg‘né’;awgdgﬁ;{he next thing they knew Presicent
he show}?own I got a telephune call from ﬁllden D(Lixlle]sl M - o

\aying the Neutrality Act bad been invoked and a « . . . ” -
\rericans must cease and desist in any further efforts | forg‘ggéggﬁgﬁf}?&?gnﬁa?% 91(-:(? n‘t;‘at_leg 1
u:aigrds'the liberation of Cuba. Qf course, we d_esmt"' Cl;ban Coramunist assassir;ation teem woxl}iing sor)ne- 3
o ' ’ where - in Dallas, New.Orleans or wherever — I don't}

2,

Two years later she and her husband Harry'(Henry) remember, 2nd that Oswald was their hired gun. Cs-.!

—

. v& . -

.
o

0

sis2ssimation when aroun

-
. . . - —_—
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| zice were Sitting in their New York apartment listen- . " wald, he said, had tried to report the Communist plans
ne to the televised reports of President Kennedy's| tothe FBI some time before the assassinab:on. But be- ¢
d midnight she received a ;. cause he was out for the dough they didn'tbelieve hirz. |

’ ' N , - o L S " continued.
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I suppose that the’ FBI must hear from 2 thousand
such ‘craclpois” a wesk. . e
“In zny event, on the telzphone my young friend told
me that they had thess tape recordings of Oswald and
hotozcaphs and what should they do? I said, ‘Go to
- the F131 and tell therm everything you know.’ That hav-
~ing bzen said I put the whole thing out of my mind.
Comes the Warren Comrmission and says Oswald alone
was resqonsible and I forgot the whole matter. .
_*Then, in 1967, a fellow named Jirn Garrison, dis-
trict 2ttocney in New Orleans, hit the headlines charg-
ing that the assassipation was a conspiracy. At that
snomant 1 was remindad of the information I had re-~
ceivad and I bezan to wonder wheiher or not the
Warren Commission had got all the facts. I couldnt
remarabar the names of the Cubans but I finally locat-
ed ona crewman who was living in Miami again and I
~ asked him what happened after he went tothe FBL ~
- “ie said, ‘We turned over copies of everything. We
were then told.to keep cur traps shut and that we
would be deported if we said anything publicly.” He
said one of the crew was deported to Guatemala, and
one was murdered — stabbed in front of a store. .

“ ¢ THEIR INFORMATION, HE SAID, néver appear-

ed in the Warren Commission report. He said, ‘T am
narsied row, I live in Miami and I don't want-to get
jnvolvad in it ever again.” ™ - L .-

- hien Sen. Schweiker made his request of Clare
“Luce less than three weeks ago, she telephoned anoth-
- or Cuban friend to see if he could Jocate and persuade
tha young man to testify behind closed doors. Replied
the oider Cuban, if the testimony was behind 13 closed
doors it would still becoma public. . . .. 7

“ s mericans think they are playing games,” he told
her. “They don't know they are involved in a life or
death business. No, I won't iell you where he can be
found. The people workinz for a free Cuba would lose
‘their lives. A lot of them have already. They are not
interestad in making political headlines for politicians.
You think the Bay of Pigs, the nuclear missiles, the

-~ assassination of the presicent was the end of the story?
. . X tell you it is just the beginning. What you Americans
_don’t understand is, there are trained Communist ter-
rorists, assassination, kidnapping. bombing and sabo-
{,tag_e_ teams all over the countey and the world.,” .-

>
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¢ -+ . ClareBoothe Luce -
... A year of great American trauma.”

The very day after that conversatien, observed;
Clare gravely, bombs went oif at the State Depzrt-; -
ment here, at the U.S.-U.N. mission ard four banks m:
Naw York and at three places in Chicago. And close to]
the same hour she was recounting the whole fascinat~
.. ing story to her guests, a Cuban, zati-Communisi;

- Jeader was exploded into bits in his car in Miami. i
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Mr. Blake, (

Per your request, attached is the letter from
Mr. Gambino to the Bureau, which was referenced
in the OLC Journal of 17 February.
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